The Tumbleweed
A Biblical Discourse Regarcling 1T he [Flders®

| _etus foramoment considerthat even a casual believer with Perhaps onlg a ruclimentar3 understancling
of G_D, as Por’crayed in the raloig Scriptures, realizes that first and foremost G_D isa supreme being
of power and order ... a CJ,D who has a P]an for EVERYTHING!

| etus considerlcorjust a moment:

The Great Signs and Wonders ...

The Fvening and Morning ... one Day ...
Seven Days ina Week .

Twelve lunar cycles in a year ...

The Great [Flood ...

The Calling of Abraham ...

The [ verlasting Covenant ...

The Festival cgcle ~ Three Filgrimages I The Hob Da55~APPointeé Times E The Sacred
Shabbat 1 The New Moon I The Seventh Year Shmit’cah E T he Fiftieth Year Yovel ...

The Eternal Law
The Rhgtlﬁm of the Seasons

The Agricultural & |_and Regulations ...

The T abernacle Pattern ...

The Priestly Order (|_evites) .

The Wilderness [~ ncampment - | welve T ribes ... Clans ... [Tamilies
The Officers' Charge - T en's; [Jundreds; & T housands ...

The Seventy Judges ...

Jerusa]em’s Wa”s & Gate Layout
The Redemption of the first born ...



T he Male circumcision on the Eighth Day

Tl’]e Frophets
Messiah Yeslﬂua‘s Manhcestation and \/ic’cory

In fact for ]sracl .. the real qucstion boils down to this: "\What has not
been declared as bcing under G_D's Plan and order?

Natura”g this is indeed a rhetorical c]uestion and ralolg Scriptures .. from Genesis tlﬂrough Reve|ation

give us the answer ... " Ai:solutclg nothing is outside of G__D's Plan for lsracl
and all C reation!

With this truth being declared let us not meander down the rabbit hole and Pondcr whg G__D allows
wickedness and evil to permeate throughout [His creation ... let usjust admit that G_D is G_D and we
are mere mortals ... T—ﬂi has HIS Pian and itis surelg P|a9ing out to establish H]S willl

The Point of focus that this commentator wants to exP]ore herein however is the order of tl—wings within

the communitg 135 G_Dl

Oh we are all well aware of: the Priests, the FroPhetS and the Juclges ... as revealed within the first five
books of f'jo]g Scripture. And we are certainlg aware of |srael's desire to have an Ear’chlg King like
the other nations ... and how G_D allowed it (Book of Samueb. But we also see another "PeoPle
grouP" ordained bg G_D ... the [ lders! Fmmm ... the [T lders!

But before we review this Peop]e group let us first take a gancler at what is revealed about the

communitg and People in gencral:

(enesis 6:3 And the LORD said: ‘My sPirit shall not abide in man forever, for that he also is flesh;
therefore shall his clags be a hundred and twenty 3cars.’

Psalms 90:10 The clags of our years are threescore years and ten (70 Years), or even bg reason of
strcngth fourscore years (80 Hcars); yetis their Pride but travail and vanity; foritis spcecmg gone, and
we Hg awag.



Exocius 38:26 a beka a heacl, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for every one that
Passcd over to them that are numbcrcd, from twcntg Years old and quard, for six hundred thousand
and three thousand and five hundred and ictg men. (Men of Fighting age)

[eviticus 27:1-7 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: Speak unto the children of |sracl, and
say unto them: When a man shall clearly utter a vow of persons unto the | ORD, according to thy
valuation, then tlwg valuation shall be for the male from twenty years old even unto sixty years old, even
tlwy valuation shall be icty shekels of silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary. And if it be afemale, then
tlwy valuation shall be thirty shekels. And if it be from five years old even unto twenty years old, then thﬂ
valuation shall be for the male twenty shekels, and for the female ten shekels. And if it be from a month
old even unto five years old, then thy valuation shall be for the male five shekels of silver, and for the
female thg valuation shall be three shekels of silver. And if it be from sixty years old and quarcl: ifit be
a malc, then t|13 valuation shall be fifteen sl-lcl(cls, and for the female ten sl'lcl(cls,

Numbers 4:1-3 Ancl the LOKD sPo‘(e unto Moses and unto /\aronJ saging: ’Take the sum of the
sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, bﬂ theimcami]ies, bg theirfathers' houses, from thirtg years
old and quard even until Fi{:tg years old, all that enter upon the service, to do work in the tent of

mccting.

[ eviticus 25:8-11 And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven times seven years;
and there shall be unto thee the clags of seven sabbaths ofgears, even Forty and nine years. Thcn shalt
thou make Proc]amation with the blast of the horn on the tenth dag of the seventh month; in the day of
atonement shall ye make Proclamation with the horn throughout all your land. Ancl ye shall hallow the
fiftieth year, and Proc]aim libcrtg throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof; it shall be aj ubilee
unto you; and ye shall return every man unto his Posscssion, and ye shall return every man unto his
Familg. Aj’ubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you; ye shall not sow, neither reap that which groweth of
itself in it, norgather the grapes in it of the undressed vines.

OK .. to begin we see how G_D numbered ... ordained some discrete parameters. We sece manin a
Post~ﬂood world being u]timate]y limited (in time) to an age of 120 years. We see Davic{ reveal in Fsalms
2,000 years later that man's longevity in a general sense had been significantly reduced ... by at least an
order of 50 years ... or an entire Yovel/ Jubilee!

We see G_D in the wilderness define the age of battle (20 years and quarc{s)‘ We see G_D restrict
the age of Friest]g servitude from 30 to 50 years. We see G__D declare that the valuation for
communit3 members less than 20 years of age and older than 60 years of age was forlack of a better

term ... discounted!



[t should be noted as well that the sages, clesPite the fact that there is no Prescribecl age limit for militarg
service in Hol9 Scriptures, have discerned the restrictions on mi]itarg service to be genera“g 50 or 60

years of agel

We also see within G_D‘s Sacred [Testival Cgc]e where the Yovel ... the Jubilee is extremelg

impor’cant for|srael ... the People ancU’ust Perhaps we can discern a sense of relationslﬂip between the

Yovel and a person's Ihcejourney -.aperson's walk with the G_D of |srael?

(/Htimatclg however ... what we should be able to discern is that G_D has P]ans for the community and
it is also clear that G_D does not expect the elclerlﬂ Population to ... forlack of a better term ... be

laboring as are their younger brethren.

[f we consider David's insPirecl declaration that man's limitations (in generaD are 70O years or per chance
80 years if a person is blessed with strcngth from G_D, then natura”g this idea of the individual

Person’s 50th year ... theirjubilee takes on added imPortance . yes?

50 does it appear that G__‘D suPPorts a "retirement Plan" .. at 50
years of age ... at 60 years of age? Hmmm!

Just what is it that G_D is revealing about the community in terms of His rhgtlﬂm and order ... in terms
of His order oFdesign? More sPechCicallg what is G_D revealing to us about the nature and role of the
elders within the believing boc]g ... within ]srael?

As a]wags let's goto the Sacred Text to see what we can learn ...

Exodus 3:16-18 Go, and gat['lcr the elders of lsracl togct]—\cr, and say unto them: The LORD, the
Goc{ of your Fathers, the Gocl of Abraham, of lsaac, and oFJacob, hath aPPeare& unto me, saying: ]
have sure]y remembered you, and seen that which is done to you in Egﬁpt - And tl’zeﬂ shall hearken

to thg voice. And thou shalt come, thou and the elders of ]srae!, unto the king of E_ggpt, and ye shall
say unto him: The . ORD, the (God of the [ebrews, hath met with us.

Exodus 12:21 T']'lcn Moscs ca"cd for a” the elders of ]sracl, and said unto them: ‘Draw out, and take

you lambs accorc{ing to 9our1cami|ies, and kill the passover lamb.

[ xodus 18:12 And Jcthro, Moses' Fathcr—in—law, took a burnt—oFFcring and sacrifices for God; and
A\aron came, and all the elders of ]sracl, to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God.



Exoc{us 241 And unto Moses He said: ‘Comc up unto the LORD, thou, and Aaron, Nadai}, and
Abihu, and scvcntg of the elders of ]sracl; and worsl"uiP ye afar OFF;

Numbers 4:13-15 And if the whole congregation of |srael shall err, the thing being hid from the eyes of
the assemblg, and do any of the t}ﬂings which the LOKD hath commanded not to be done, and are
gui]tg: when the sin wherein tlﬂeg have sinned is known, then the assemblg shall offera young bullock for

a siﬂ—ogcring, and }Jring it before the tent of meeting. And the elders of the congregation shall lag their
hands upon the head of the bullock before the ]_OKD, and the bullock shall be killed before the

LORD.

Numbers 11:16-25 Ana the LORD said unto Moses: 'Gat]-lcr unto Mc seventy men of the elders
omC]sracl, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the Pcoplc, and officers over thcm; and bring them unto
the tent of meeting, that t]‘ICH may stand there with thee. And | will come down and sPcak with thee
there; and | will take of the sPirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and t]-lcg shall bear the
burden of the PCOPIC with thee, that thou bear it not tkgscl{: alone. ... And the LORD came down in
the cloucl, and 5l:>o[<c unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and put it upon the seventy
cldcrs; and it came to pass, that, when the sPirit rested upon them, thcg Prol:)hcsicd

Numbers 16:2%-25 Ancl the LORD sPoke unto Moses, saging: ’Speak unto the congregation,
saging; Gct youup from about the clwc”ing of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.’ Ancl Moscs rose up and
went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the clclcrs of ]srac| {:o"owccl him.

Numbers 19:11-12 Butif any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for him, and rise up against him,
and smite him morta”g that he die; and he flee into one of these cities; then the elders of his city shall
send and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.

Numbers 21:1-8 [f one be found slain in the land which the | ORD thg (God giveth thee to possess it,
lging in the field, and it be not known who hath smitten him; then thg elders and thgjudgcs shall come
forth, and they shall measure unto the cities which are round about him that is slain. And it shall be, that
the city which is nearest unto the slain man, even the elders of that city shall take a heifer of the herd,
which hath not been wrougl*nt with, and which hath not drawn in the 50[«:. And the elders of that city
shall bring down the heifer unto a rough va”cg, which may neither be Ploweé nor sown, and shall break
the heifer's neck there in the valley. And the priests the sons of | evi shall come near—for them the
LORD thy God hath chosen to minister unto [im, and to bless in the name of the | ORD; and
according to their word shall every controversy and every stroke be. And all the elders of that city, who
are nearest unto the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer whose neck was broken in the

va”cg, And thcy shall sPcak and say: ‘Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen



it. f:orgive, O LORD, Thg Peop]e |srael, whom T hou hast redeemed, and suffer not innocent blood
to remain in the midst of Thy PeoPle |srael And the blood shall be Forgivcn them.

Numbers 22:13-19 [f any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, and lay wanton charges
against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say: '] took this woman, and when | came nigh to her,
| found not in her the tokens of virginity'; then shall the father of the damscl, and her mothcr, take and
l)n'ng forth the tokens of the damsel's virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate. And the damsel's
father shall say unto the elders: /| gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; and, lo, he
hath laid wanton clﬁarges, saying: | found not in thy daughter the tokens of virginity; and yet these are
the tokens of my c{auglﬁter's virginity.' And theg shall sPreacl the garment before the elders of the city.
And the elders of that city shall take the man and chastise him. And theg shall fine him a hundred
shekels of silver, and give them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil name
wpon a virgin of |srack and she shall be his wife; he may not put her awagy all his days.

Numbers 25:7-10 Ancl if the man like not to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up
to the gate unto the cldcrs, and say: ’Mg husband's brother refuseth to raise up unto his brother a
name in |sracl; he will not PerForm the dutg of a husband's brother unto me.! T hen the elders of his city
shall call him, and sPcak unto him; and if he stand, and say: | like not to take her’; then shall his brother's
wife draw nigl‘l unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and sPit in
his face; and she shall answer and say: 190 shall it be done unto the man that doth not build up his
brother's house.” And his name shall be called in |srael T he house of him that had his shoe loosed.

Numbers 27:1-% Anr:l Moscs and the cldcrs of lsracl commanded the Pcoplc, saying: ’chp all the
commandment which ] command you this clay. And it shall be on the c{ag when ye shall pass over the
Jordan unto the land which the | ORD thy (God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones,
and plaster them with plaster. And thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art
Passed over; that thou mayest go in unto the land whichthe | ORD thy (God giveth thee, aland ﬂowing
with milk and honeg, as the | ORD, the (God of thg fathers, hath Promisecl thee.

Numbers 31:9-1% And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the Pricsts the sons of | evi, that
bore the ark o{: the covenant of the LOKD, and unto all the c|c]crs o{: lsracL And Moses commanded
them, saying: At the end of every seven years, in the set time of the year of release, in the feast of
tabemac!es, when all ]srael is come to appear before the LOKD thg Gocl in the P|acc which Fle shall
choose, thou shalt read this law before all |srael in their hcaring. Assemble the PeoPle, the men and the

women and the little ones, and thg stranger that is within thg gates, that thcg may hear, and that they
may lcam, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do all the words of this Iaw; and that their



children, who have not known, may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your (5od, as long as ye live in
the land whitherge go over the Jordan to possess it

Numbers 32:7-9 Rcmember the days of ol&, consider the years of many generations; ask tlﬁy Fathcr,
and he will declare unto thee, thine elders, and thcg will tell thee. When the Most Higlﬂ gave to the
nations their inheritance, when r“le seParatecl the children of men, rale set the borders of the Peoples
according to the number of the children of |srael. [For the Portion of the L ORD s His Peop]e, Jacob
the lot of [is inheritance.

Joshua 8:30-3% | hen Joslﬁua built an altar unto the L ORD, the (God of |srael, in mount |~ bal, as
Moses the servant of the | ORD commanded the children of |srael, as it is written in the book of the
law of Moses, an altar of unhewn stones, upon which no man had lifted up any iron; and they offered
thereon burnt-offerings unto the | ORD, and sacrificed Peace~o1CFerings. And he wrote there upon
the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote before the children of |srael. And all lsracl, and
their elders and oFFiccrs, and thcirjudgcs, stood on this side the ark and on that side before the Pn’csts
the | evites, that bore the ark of the covenant of the | ORD, as well the stranger as the home-born;
half of them in front of mount GCrizim and half of them in front of mount E_bal; as Moses the servant of
the LORD had commanded at the First, that tl—weg should bless the People of ]srael.

Joshua 20:1-5 And the | ORD spoke unto Joshua, saying: 'Speak to the children of [sracl, saying:
Assign you the cities of re]cuge, whereof ] spoke unto you bg the hand of Moses; that the mansla\ger
that killeth any person through error and unawares may flee thither; and they shall be unto you fora
re{:uge from the avenger of blood. And he shall flee unto one of those cities, and shall stand at the
entrance of the gate of the city, and declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that city; and thcy
shall take him into the city unto them, and give him a Placc, that he may dwell among, them. And if the
avenger of blood pursue after him, then theg shall not deliver up the manslager into his hand; because

he smote his neighbour unawares, and hated him not before time.

Joshua 24:1-2 And Josl—\ua gathcrcd all the tribes of lsracl to Shccl—ucm, and called for the elders of
lsrac], and for their heads, and for thcirjuclgcs, and for their officers; and thcg Presented themselves
before Gocl. And Jos}wua said unto all the Peop]e: ‘Thus saith the LOKD, the God of ]srae!:

Joshua 245 1-3% And ]sracl served the LOKD all the clags oFJoshua, and all the dags of the elders
that outlived Joshua, and had known all the work of the LOKD, that Hc had wrouglﬂ: for ]sracl. Ancl
the bones oFJosePh] which the children of |srael brought up out of Egypt, buried they in Shechem, in
the Parcel oucgrounc{ which Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor the father oFShechem for a hundred



Pieces of money; and theg became the inheritance of the children oFJosePH And [ leazar the son of
Aaron died; and tl'ieg buried him in the [ill of Phinehas his son, which was given him in mount E_P]'iraim.

Commentarg:
The Flders in the earlg years ...

Well .. it certain]y appears that "the elders” were a fundamental and critical component of |srael in the

wilderness years and upon entrance to the Ho]y Land agreeé?

We see the elders working in union with Moses ... with Joshua ... with the Priests, essentia“g serving as
a fundamental element within the community ... working as an extension of the Holy Servants in various

caPacitics ... as witnesses ... as Prophets asjuclges ... as teachers ... as leaders!

We see the elders having a fundamental dutg in maintaining the tradition, order and testimon9 of G_D
within the community. We sece the e]ders, Percl—ied at the gates of the cities, rePresenting the face of

]srael standing as watchmen ... letting everyone know that from one generation to the next tl'iat

"ADONA] is G__D and that ]sraei is G_D‘s firstborn!

Honcstlg it would appear that the textis intuitivclg obvious and reveals
to us that G_D has a 5Pecia| purpose for"the elders® and furthermore
it does not appear that G__“D is thinking in terms of retirement and a

life of lcisurc, entitlement and limited societal Proc!uctivitg - agrcccl?

But let us continue on ... seeing G_D‘s c]esign; let us Brieﬁg review how "the elders" are viewed cluring

|srael's first millennial reign:

Psalms 71:17-24 O (God, Thou hast taught me from my youth; and until now do | declare T hy
wondrous works. And even unto old age and hoary hairs, O God, forsake me not; until | have declared
Thg strcngth unto the next generation, Thg might to everyone that is to come. Tl’ig rigntcousncss
also, O (God, which reacheth unto high heaven; T hou who hast done great things, O (God, who is like
unto | hee? | hou, who hast made me to see many and sore troubles, wilt quicken me again, and bring
me up again from the depths of the earth. T hou wilt increase my greatness, and turn and comfort me. |
also will give thanks unto T hee with the Psaltery, even unto | hy truth, O my God; | will sing praiscs



unto | hee with the narp, O Thou Ho]g Ore of |srael. My IiPs shall greatlg rejjoice when | sing, Praises
unto T]’]ce; and my soul, which T]’]OU hast redeemed. My tongue also shall tell of Tlﬁy righteousncss
all the c]ag; for they are ashame&, for they are abasnecl, that seek my hurt.

FProverbs 3:13-18 fﬂappg is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that obtaineth understanding.
[For the merchandise of it is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.
She is more Prccious than rubies; and all the things thou canst desire are not to be comPaer unto her.
Lcngth of days is in her l"ig]‘lt hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. [Her ways are ways of
Plcasantness} and all her Patns are peace. 5!’16 is a tree of life to them that lag hold upon lﬁer, and lﬁappg
is every one that holdest her fast.

FProverbs 9:107T he fear of the | ORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowleclgc of the AILho]g
is unclcrstanding. For bg me ’chg days shall be multiPliccl, and the years of tl'lg life shall be increased.

Froverbs 8:32-54 Now thcrcforc, ye chilclrcn, hearken unto me; for happg are thcg that lcccP my ways.
Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not. HaPP_g is the man that hearkeneth to me, watching
dailg at my gates, waiting at the posts of my doors.

Proverbs 3 1:23 [Jer husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land.

Proverbs 1:20-26 Wisdom crieth aloud in the streets, she uttereth her voice in the broad P}accs; She
calleth at the head of the noisg streets, at the entrances of the gates, in the citg, she uttereth herwords:
’r‘low long, ye thoughtless, will ye love thought!essness? And how Iong will scorners de!ight them in
scorning, and fools hate i(nowleclge? Tum you at my repromc; beholc’, | will pour out my sPirit unto you,
] will make known my words unto you. Because ] have ca“ed, and ye reFusec{, ] have stretched out my
l‘zand, and no man attended, But ye have set at nought all my counse], and would none of my reProoF; ]

also, in your calamitg, will laugh, | will mock when your dread cometh;

Ruth 4:7-11 Now this was the custom in former time in |srael concerning redeeming and concerning
exchanging, to confirm all things: a man drew off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour; and this was the
attestation in |sracl. So the near kinsman said unto Boaz 'Buy it for thyself.’ And he drew off his
shoe. And Boaz said unto the c]dcrs, and unto all the Pcoplc: "Ye are witnesses this dag, that | have
bought all that was [“limelechs, and all that was (Chilion’s and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi.
Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have | acquirecl to be my wife, to raise up the name
of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and
from the gate of his P]acc; ye are witnesses this dag.‘ And all the Pcoplc that were in the gate, and the

cldcrs, said: "\We are witnesses.



| amentations 4:11-16 The LORD hath accomplishecl [His Furg, [He hath Pourecl out [is fierce
anger; and [e hath kindled a fire in Zion, which hath devoured the foundations thereof. The kings of
the earth believed not, neither all the inhabitants of the world, that the adversary and the enemy would
enter into the gates of Jerusalem. |t is because of the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her
priests, that have shed the blood of the just in the midst of her. T hey wander as blind men in the streets,
they are polluted with blood, so that men cannot touch their garments. 'Depart ye! (nclean!” men cried
unto tlwem, ‘DePar‘c, clepart, touch not’; yea, they fled away and wanclercd; men said among the nations:

‘Thcg shall no more sojoum here.' The anger of the LORD hath divided them; e will no more rcgard

t]’ncm; tfacg rcsPcctccl not the persons of the Pricsts, tl‘mcg were not gracious unto the elders.

Fzra 1 53 -1 6:8 At the same time came to them | attenai, the governor beyoncl the River, and
Shcthanbozcnai, and their comPanions, and said thus unto them: '\Who gave you a decree to build this
house, and to finish this structure? T hen spoke we unto them after this manner [wrote they]: What are
the names of the men that build this building?' But the eye of their God was upon the elders of the
chs, and thcg did not make them cease, till the matter should come to [Darius, and then answer should
be returned 135 letter concerning it ... ‘Now therefore, T attenai, governor begond the River, Shethar-
bozenai, and your comPanions the Apharesachites, who are begond the River, be ye far from thence;
let the work of this house of Goc] alonc; let the governor of the chs and the elders of the chs build
this house of (God in its Placc. Moreover I make a decree concerning, what ye shall do to these elders
of the chs for the building of this house of (God; that of the king's goods, even of the tribute bcyond
the River, expenses be given with all cliligcncc unto these men, that t]'\cg be not hindered.

Commentarg:

WCH ... most assurec”g we can see from H019 Scriptures that G_D’s ordained role for the elders
continued in P!ace tl’zroughout the Juéean Monarchg ...even until the end of the Babﬁ]onian CaPtivitﬂ
and the rebuilding of the f'joly Citg oF\)erusalem }39 the hands of "the elders” ... on this there is no
debate!

But in the insPired writings of David and Solomon we see more clearlg the work of G_D in the elders.
We see David imP!oring G_D to keeP him strengtl'}ened .. to kecp him PurposcFUI in his advanced age
so that David could witness to G_D’s glorg in his own life.

We see from Solomonj the wisest of men, how within the elders the wisdom of G_,D is to manifest at
the very gates of the cities ... how the elders are blessed with increased c{ags and years so that |srael

could be watched over!



We see further how ]srael refused the order of G_,D ... how ]srael failed to heed the Priests and elders
... as |srael became secularized ... as [srael drifted away from the ways of old ... drifted away from G_D
 and they were harshly punished for doing so!

Yet ...when it came time for restoration ... when it came time to be returned from Pabylon .. (G_D used
the elders to not just make a point but to re-establish the oy city itself. And how much sense does
this make? [How poignant is it that [TaSIM used the clders and priests to spearhead the

construction of the great walls and gates of the city? Fmmm ... it would appear that there is most

assurec”g a message from HaSHEM herein!

UItimatcly we should conclude without cliﬁ:iculty that (5_D's ordained

order for the elders is clcarlg evident and in many respects realize that
the role of the elders is far more than simPlg serving as a societal
Iincl‘vpin. Jt would appear that the elders are in fact an intcgral and
foundational component of |srael - serving to Providc the mortar that

binds the families and communities of ]sracl togethcr,.. as an extension

of the Fricstlg, Juc]icia], and Monarchical authorities f)iblicaﬂy
established.

But yet again ... let us continue on and take a look at this elder clgnamic at the time of Yeshual

| uke 7:1-10 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the PeoP]e, he entered into
Capernaum. And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and reaclg to die. And
when he heard of chhua, he sent unto him the elders of the chs, bcsccching him that he would come
and heal his servant. And when theg came to Yeshua, theg besought him instamﬂgy saying, that he was
worthy for whom he should do this: [Tor he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. Then
Yeshua went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him,
saging unto him, Lord, trouble not thgsehc: for ] am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof:
Wherefore neither thought | myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall
be healed. [For | also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and | say unto one, Go,
and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. \When
Yeshua heard these things, he marveled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the Pcoplc that
followed him, | say unto you, ] have not found so great Faith, no, not in Jsrael. And t}wey that were sent,
returning, to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.



Matthew 15:1-9 T hen came to Yeshua scribes and Pharisees, which were oFJerusa]em} saying, whg
do thg clisciP}cs transgress the tradition of the elders? [Tor theg wash not their hands when theﬂ eat
bread. But he answered and said unto them, whg do ye also transgress the commandment of God bg
your tradition? For God commanclecl, saging, honour thg father and mother: and, He that curseth
father or mother, let him die the death. Put ye say, whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, |t is
a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; and honour not his father or his mother, he shall
be free. Tlﬁus have ye made the commandment of (God of none effect }33 your tradition. Ye hypocrites,
well did [ saias Prophesg of you, saying, this Pcoplc draweth nigia unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me with their liPs; but their heart is far from me. But in vain thcg do worsIaiP me, tcacl']ing for

doctrines the commandmcnts of men.

Mark 8:27-31 And Yeshua went out, and his clisciplcs, into the towns of (_aesarea Fhilippi: and by
the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, whom do men say that | am? And they answered, John
the Paptist: but some say, [ lias; and others, one of the Prophets, and he saith unto them, PBut whom
say ye that | am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, T hou art the Mashiach. And he chargec{
them that theg should tell no man of him. And he bcgan to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer
many things, and be rcjcctccl of the cldcrs, and of the chief Pricsts, and scribes, and be killed, and after

three clags rise again.

Mark 11:27-30 And thcg come again to Jcrusalcm: and as he was waucing in the tcmP|c, there come to
him the chief Pricsts, and the scribes, and the elders, And say unto him, 53 what authorit3 doest thou
these things? And who gave thee this authorit\g to do these things? And Yeshua answered and said
unto them, | will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and | will tell you }D}j what autlﬁoritg | do

these things. The baptism opjohn, was it from heaven, or of men? Answer me.

John 9:19-2% And they asked them, saying, |s this your son, who ye say was born blind? [Jow then
doth he now see? [is parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind: But bg what means he now sccth, we know not; or who hath oPcncd his eyes, we know not:
he is of age; ask him: he shall spcal( for himself. T hese words spakc his parents, because thcg feared
the chs: forthe chs had agrcccl alrcadg, that if any man did confess that he was Mashiach, he should
be put out of the synagogue. Thcrc{:orc said his parents, Heis of age; ask him.

Matthew 26:57-60 And they that had laid hold on Yeshua led him away to Caiaphas the high priest,
where the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peterfollowed him afar off unto the high Priest’s
Pa]ace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end. Now the chicFPricsts, and clc]crs, and all
the council, 50ug[1t false witness against Yeshua, to put him to death; But found none: yea, tr-lougl-l

many Fa]sc witnesses came, yct found thcg none.



Mark 15:1 And straightwag in the morning the chief Pricsts held a consultation with the elders and

scribes and the whole council, and bound Yeshua, and carried him away, and delivered him to Filate.

Matthew 27:3-10 T hen Judas, which had bctrayetl’m him, when he saw that he was condemned,
rcPcnted himself, and brought again the thirtg Picccs of silver to the chief Pricsts and elders, Saging, |
have sinned in that ] have bctragecl the innocent blood. And they said, what is that to us? See thou to
that. And he cast down the Pieces of silverin the temple, and clcPartecL and went and hanged himself.
And the chief Pricsts took the silver Pieces, and said, |t is not lawful for to put them into the treasury,
because itis the Price of blood. And theg took counsel, and bought with them the Pottcr’s field, to burg
strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, the field of blood, unto this clag. Tl’]Cﬂ was fulfilled that
which was sPoi«in by Jeremy the Prophet, saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
him that was valued, whom they of the children of |sracl did value; And gave them for the potter’s field,
as the | ord aPPointed me.

Matthew 27:19-23 \When he was set down on thejudgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, [Have
thou nothing to do with thatjust man: for | have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him.
But the chief Pn’csts and elders Pcrsuaclcd the multitude that thcy should ask Barabbas, and dcstrog
chhua. The governor answered and said unto tlﬂem, whether of the twain will ye that ] release unto
you? Theg said, Barabbas. Filate saith unto them, what shall | do then with Yeshua which is called
Mashiach? Theg all say unto him, let him be crucified. And the governor said, whg, what evil hath he
done? But thcg cried out the more, saying, [ et him be crucified.

Matthew 27:39-43 And they that Passed bg reviled him, wagging their heads and saying, T hou that
c{estrogest the temple, and buildest it in three c{ags, save thgse!?. [f thou be the Son of (God, come
down from the cross. |_ikewise also the chief Pn’csts moclcing him, with the scribes and elders, said, He
saved others; himself he cannot save. Jf he be the King of ]sracl, let him now come down from the cross,
and we will believe him. He trusted in (God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, | am the

Son of God.

Commentarg:

Not surPrisingly at the time of Messiah we find that the elders of this generation, like in dags gone !35,
to have a Position of honor and esteem. We find the elders, also not surprisinglg) clcarlg in Ieague with

the Jewish Re]igious establishment ... the Priests, Pharisees and 5cri}:>es.

But ... we assurcdl9 do not find the elders of this generation to be maniFesting the cry of wisdom at the
city gates. |nstead we find these elders to be the kecPers of tradition and the Policeman of halakha



(religious Practice) ... we find the elders to be ignorant of true T orah Practice ~ Pre{:erring the rites,
Practices and beliefs that tlﬁey have contrived ... in ]eague with the Politicized Priesthood and self-
rigl')teous FPharisees! ... \We find the Peopie to be actua”y infear of the elders - afraid to withstand what
tl’xeg deem to be rightcous and accePtable. These elders do not present the Picture of humilitg
clepictec] bg Abraham and Moses ... these elders are not oPera’cing like the Fatriarchs!

And of course we know that it would be a very short 40 years until Messiah's declaration regar&ing the
destruction of the Temple came to fruition ... essentia”g ending the first millennial reign of Kingc{om

|sraell

So ... do we then simply look back with forlorn eyes and drink the K ool-Alide that c]aimsjuclgment has
come to ]srael ... that the f—joly Friesthooc{ and been abandoned ... that the Evcr]asting Covenant has
been done away with by the New Tcstament ... that the Church has taken ]srael‘s Place ... that the

elders no ]onger have a Place of Prominence in G_D‘s dcsign?

HEAVENTFORBID:!

Acts 11:27-30 And in these &ags came Prophets from Jerusa]em unto Antioch. And there stood up
one of them named Agabus, and signi{:iecl ]35 the sPirit that there should be great dearth throughout all
the world: which came to pass in the dags of Claudius Caesar. T henthe disciples, every man accorcling
to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Juclaea: WI’!iCI’l also tl'lcg c]ic:l,
and sent it to the elders bg the hands of Bamabas and 5aul.

Acts 14:21-23 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught many, they
returned again to | ystra, and to |conium, and Antioch, Confirming the souls of the disciples, and
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom
of I lohim. Ancl when thcg had ordained them elders in every church, and had Pragcc] with Fasting, thcg
commended them to the Lorcl, on whom tl'\cg believed.

Acts 15:1-6 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said, except ye
be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When therefore Paul and Bamabas
had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that [aul and Barnabas, and
certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question. And
being brought on their way by the church, they passed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the
conversion of the (Gentiles: and they caused greatjoy unto all the brethren. And when they were come
to Jerusa]em] thcy were received of the church, and of the aPost]es and elclcrs, and they declared all



tlﬁings that [~ lohim had done with them. But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which
believed, saying, that it was needful to circumcise them, and to command them to i(eep the law of Moses.

And the aPostlcs and elders came together for to consider of this matter.

Acts 16:1-4 T hen came he to Derbe and [ ystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a (Greek:
Which was well rePorted of bg the brethren that were at Lystra and |conium. [im would Faul have to
go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in those quarters: for
theg knew all that his father was a (Greek. Ancl as thcg went through the cities, thcg delivered them the

decrees for to [cccP, that were ordained of the aPos’clcs and elders which were at Jcrusalcm.

Acts 21:15-18 Ancl afterthose daﬂs we took up our carriagcs, and went up to Jerusalem‘ Thcrc went
with us also certain of the disciPles of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason of Cgprus, an
old clisciplc, with whom we should locige. And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received

us g]ad]g. And the clag Fonowing Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.

| Timoth9 5:1 chukc not an c]dcr, but entreat himas a {:athcr; and the younger men as brcthrcn; the
elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, with all Puritg. .. 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be
counted wort]-ig of double honor, csPc:cia“H t]‘ICH who labor in the word and doctrine.

Titus 1:5-6 [Tor this cause left | thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every citg, as ] had aPPointcd thee: H: any be blamc!css, the husband of

one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unru]y.

James 5:1%-15 |s any among you afflicted? | et him pray. |s any merry? |_et him sing Psalms. s any sick
among you? et him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the | ord shall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, they shall be Forgiven him.

| Feter 5:1-5 Thc elders which are among you l cxhort, who am also an clclcr, and a witness of the
sufferings of Mashiach, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: [Feed the flock of [ lohim
which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over F lohim's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And
when the chief SHCPhercl shall appear, ye shall receive a crown oFg]org that fadeth not away. Likewise,
ye younger, submit goursclvcs unto the elder. Yea, all oFgou be subjcct one to another, and be clothed
with humilitg: for I~ lohim resisteth the Proud, and giveth grace to the humble.



Commentary:

Well bless my soul ... it surely appears, like in all other aspects of faith, that the APostles had no intent
that traditional Jewish life or order, as Prescribed by MaSHE M would be radically changing. No sir
... not at all since we see where the Prophets and elders appear to be alive, well and in a position of
prominence within the rit Chadasha communities. ... Or most assuredly this would appear to be the

intent of Yeshua's clisciples!
50 pray tell beloved children of G_D ... what lanPenecl?

Whg along with the secular olam hazeh (the tempora] world) do most of our Purportec”g believing
communities look upon the e]dcr]9 as: Fceble; wcakcnccl; not-so-sharp; not to be taken scrious]g; not to

hold Positions of authority; not to be honored?

Quite honest]g in this commentator's experiences this modus oPerancli can even be sac“9 observed

tl'wroughout numerous so called | orah submissive communities!

Somehow the modern belicving communities aPParcnt19 can't understand that G_D‘s order of things
is not an ala-carte menu ... that T_HS order of things is comPrchcnsivc .. that HIS patterns were given

for a reason and that T—HS patterns will Prevail ..‘just as rﬂi revealed.
So ... what canwe say in the interim ... hmmm?

Now ... i(nowing from the Gospel accounts that the elders are indeed in !eague with the religious
establishment of Yeshua‘s c{aﬁ .. we Perhaps can get a better Picture as to what The Baptist and

Yeshua mean in the Fo”owing passages:

Matthew 3.7-12 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said
unto them, O generation of vipcrs, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth
therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to say within 3oursclvcs, we have Abraham to our
father: for | say unto you, that (God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringcth not forth good
fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. | indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that
cometh after me is mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the
Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather
his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

Matthew 16:1-5 T he Pharisees also with the Sadducees came, and tempting desired him that he would

shew them a sign from heaven. [ e answered and said unto them, when it is evening, ye say, it will be fair



weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, it will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and
lowering. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the
times? A, wicked and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given unto
it, but the sign of the Prophet Jonas. And he left them, and departeé. And when his discip!es were
come to the other side, they had forgotten to take bread.

Matthew 23:29-3% \Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Pecause ye build the tombs of
the Proplﬂets, and gamish the sepulchers of the righteous, and say, if we had been in the clags of our
fathers, we would not have been Partalcers with them in the blood of the Prophets. Wherefore ye be
witnesses unto 3ourse]ves, that ye are the children of them which killed the ProPl'wets. Fill yeup then the

measure of your fathers. Ye serpents, ye generation of viPcrs, how can ye escape the damnation of

|1c||?

[_uke 20:9-18 Then began he to speak to the people this parable; a certain man planted a vineyard,
and let it forth to husbandmen, and went into a far country for a long time. And at the season he sent a
servant to the husbandmen, that they should give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the husbandmen
beat him, and sent him away empty. And again he sent another servant: and they beat him also, and
entreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty. And again he sent a third: and they wounded him
also, and cast him out. | hen said the lord of the vineyard, what shall | do7 | will send my beloved son: it
may be they will reverence him when they see him. PBut when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned
among themselves, saying, this is the heir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours. So they
cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them?
e shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the vineyard to others. And when they
heard it, they said, [~ lohim forbid. And he beheld them, and said, what is this then that is written, the
stone which the builders rcjcctccl, the same is become the head of the corner? \Whosoever shall fall upon

that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall Fa", it will grind him to Powdcr.
Commentarg:

Since Messiah discusses "these PCOPIC and this religious establishment” in terms of "a generation” ...
and knowing that active Priests ]Dg definition are not elders ... it very well could be that the generation is
being defined bg the singlc age group we can account for ... "the elders".

When we consider that the rebuilding of Jerusalem was spearheaded by the elders ... it does not seem
to be a far stretch that Messiah's reference from [saiah regarding the stone rejected by the builders ...
was clirectlg meant for the very Peop!e group clesigned to recognize [im and usher in the great
rebuilding project. (Just thinking a bit here beloveds) [Hmmm!



So Perhaps this commentator is out on a limb here ... then again magbe not ...

Ephesians 2:13-22 But now in Mashiach Yeshua ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the
blood of Mashiach. [For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle
wall of partition between us; [Javing abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he
might reconcile both unto [T lohim in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came
and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both
have access bg one SPirit unto the [Tather. Now therefore ye are no more strangers and Forcigncrs,
but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of I lohim; And are built upon the foundation
of the aPostlcs and Prophcts, Yeshua Mashiach himself bcing the chief corner stone; |n whom all the
building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the [ ord in whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of [ lohim through the Spirit.

Revelation 21:9-14 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of
the seven last Plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, | will shew thee the bride, the [ amb’s
wife. And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city,
the holg Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from [ lohim, [Having the glor9 of [T lohim: and her light
was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and
}ﬂ'gh, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angcls, and names written thereon, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of |srael: On the east three gates; on the north three gates;
on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and in them the names of the twelve aPostlc:5 of the | amb.

Revelation 4:1-4 After this | looked, and, behold, a door was oPenec{ in heaven: and the first voice
which | heard was as it were of a trumpet ta]king with me; which said, (Come up hither, and | will shew thee
things which must be hereafter. And imme&iatelg | was in the sPirit: and, behold, a throne was set in
l‘zeaven, and one sat on the throne. And he that sat was to look upon like ajasper and a sardine stone:
and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sigl’xt like unto an emerald. And round about the
throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats ] saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in
white raiment; and tl'\cg had on their heads crowns of go]d

Commentarg:

We” it sure]g seems that the notion of the elders as being integra! to building and Plaging a keg role in
the Jerusalem restoration Project mig}wt not be so farfetched given the additional Brit (Chadasha

revelations concerning the elders. |nfact it would appear that after clisqualifging themselves from being



”aPPointed elders” ... that generation of elders comcronting Yeshua was suPPlantecl }39 the generation
coming up behind them ... as clu]y aPPointed elders! ... Or at least this would appear what the Sacred

Text declares!

But once again ... what about now ... what about when Yeshua returns ... do we lﬂonest]g believe that
the Patterns regarding ithe elders” will not apply ... do we believe that Messiah will return without

Forma”g estab]ishing a PCOPIC group comPrised of "the elders™ r“lmmml

Now in Ponclering an observation that this commentator has made over the years regarding the greater
Messianic Jewish Movement ... a movement that seems to be dominated 53 Peopie being called from all
walks of life ... but also Peop]e being Pre&ominant]y in the midforties to mid-fifties age group ... could it

be ... could it be that Messiah is sending us a message”

(Could it be that Messiah is rcaclying a Be]ieving boclg that will not be lacking an identifiable and

qua]i{:ied Peop]e group of elders? A People group, certainlg overlciftg years of age and more Iikelg over
60 years of age that "has the faith of Messiah Yeshua AND keeps the commandments of G_D?"

And if by chance ... and if you the reader would receive it ... that this
could be the case - then the ramifications are staggcring and

Potcntia“g Point to a soonerthan exPecteé] return of Messiah Yeshual

-~ WOW!

Butin all lﬁonest}j beloved children of G_D ... the real issue to be dealt with is what is going on in the
so called boclg of Messiah ... where are the elders ... where is the Promincnce ... where is the

accountabilitg?

T his commentator asks because the Biblical text is clear rcgarding the integral nature of this PeoP]e
group. So ... do we simplg not have elder believers in our communities? Or are our elder community

members not as sPiritual oreducated or Passionate as the younger brethren?

Or per chanceis the Problem not with the elders but with the ”rcligious establishment” .. with the Priests
and rabbis? tﬂmmml

Could it rea“g boil down to a matter of Pricle ... the unwi”ingncss bg religious leaders to submit to

G_D‘s P]an? f‘lmmml



Yes beloved children ... it would appear that the so called })odg of Messiah has some serious Problems
and in the case of the Purpor‘cecl T orah submissive Messianic communities ... well there seems to be no

less of a Problem I general terms of how the elders are dealt with!

So | will leave you all with this issue to Ponéerl And don't think for a moment that this is a selF~serving
commentarg because this commentator does not think of himself as a tumbleweed ... at least not 3et

angwagl
ralmmm ... a tumbleweed? You might ask!

A tumbleweed is a structural Part of the above~grounc{ anatomy of a number of species of Plants, a
diaspore that, once it is mature and drg, detaches from its root or stem, and tumbles away in the wind.
|n most such sPccies the tumbleweed is in effect the entire Plant aPartlcrom the root system, butin other
Plants a hollow fruit or an inflorescence might serve the function. | umbleweed sPecies occur most
commonlg in steppe and arid ecologies, where Frequent wind and the open environment Permit ro”ing

without Prol‘libitive obstruction.

Apart from its Propagules (that is, its seeds or sPores>, the tissues of the tumbleweed structure are
dead; their death is functional because it is necessary for the structure to dcgradc gradua"g and fall
apart so that the ProPagulcs can escape c]uring the tumbling, or germinate after the tumbleweed has
come to rest in a wet location. ]n the latter case, many sPecies of tumbleweed open mechanica“g,

re]easing their seeds as theg swell when theg absorb water.
And what migl’xt the tumbleweed have to do with the topic of the elders?

Well beloved children of (G_D consider for a moment how upon the end of formal servitude (being
burdened -laboring) the elder is freed from the roots of formal productivity ... no longer engaging in the
things needed to be actively productive in society ... unyoked from all the agendas that permeate their
lives ... free to simply be blown hither and tither as The SFIRIT leads ... free to wander and encounter

the wet Places awaiting the seeds that theg have to offer!

Just like the tumbleweed our elders tocla9 are viewed as dried up and dead. Oh yes theg may be
Functiona”y dead in terms of transparent Pro&uctivitg but as we see in G__D‘s P]an this is }33 clesign

and this is because theg have reached a level of complete maturitg wherein theg can now be used !35

G__D .. inavery sPeciaI manner!

50 ... do we view our beloved tumbleweeds with honor and resPect knowing how imPortant t}weg are ...
lmowing what G_D is working t}wrough them? Or do we look upon them without the eyes of faith and
see a dried up Functiona”g dead weed?



Do we view the Passing tumbleweed with disdain or do we use the tumbleweed to give us insights as to:

which way the wind is }Dlowing; the nature of tlﬁejourney tl—iey traveled; what tlﬁings were like in clags gone
bg; how HaSHEM has blessed them with the ghct of Messialﬂ Yeshua in their lives?

T he answer is critical because if there are no wet receptors ... then all the tumbleweeds (and their vast
stores of wisdom and tradition) will simplg blow away into obscuritg! And if this be the case who then

will tend the gates of cities and communities?

Now let us chew on this for a while!

Sha]om A]eiclﬁem,
F.R. Otokletos



